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Nayakkan dynasty (1689—1704). The residence of the
Collector, called the Tamakam, is referred to in old records
as the choultry called Fort Defiance, which was an outpost
during the siege of Madura in 1764. The presence of large
numbers of small copper coins of the Roman Emperors
(Tiberius, Honorius, etc.) in the bed of the Vaigai river
seems to point to the existence of a Roman colony at
Madura at one period of its history.
malappuram (9,216). A village situated in the centre
of the area in which the Mappilla (Moplah) fanatical
(fanum, a temple) outbreaks have disturbed the peace of
Malabar from time to time. A detachment of European
troops has been quartered there since 1873, an<3 a special
police force since 1885. During the outbreak at Manjeri
in 1896, the fanatics, when advancing to attack, were
mostly shot down at a distance of 700 to 800 yards, every
man wounded having his throat cut by his nearest friend.
Those who die fighting are regarded as martyrs or saints.
M ANGALORE (44,108). The administrative head-quarters
of the South Canara district, situated on the backwater
formed by the Netravati and Gurpur rivers. About 25 per
cent, of the population are Christians. The St Aloysius
College was founded by the Jesuit Mission in 1880.
masulipatam (39,507), a sea-port on the coast of the
Kistna district, which is also called Bunder (sea-port). The
name bunder-boat is sometimes used on the east coast for
boats which communicate with ships lying at anchor. Coins
struck at Masulipatam by the Moghul Emperor Aurangzlb
bear the name Machlipatam (fish-town). It was formerly
celebrated for its carpets and cotton fabrics (palempores,
etc.).
MELUKOTE (3,129), a sacred town in Mysore, which is
the seat of the Srivaishnava Yatiraja math, founded by the
reformer Ramanuja in the twelfth century. The principal
temple is that of Cheluvapille-raya or Krishna, and there

